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of the East and of Europe, when a new element
was thrown in, in the form of a translation of the
Scriptures by the Patriarch Moon, in which pas-
sages bearing upon church government were trans-
lated to suit the purposes of the Court, and became
the basis of the new system of servile theology.
The priesthood, not of Kiof only, but of all Russia,
was indignant; many refused to use the volume
or permit it to be used: its adoption was enforced
by penal laws. This was the first religious persecu-
tion in Russia, and the recusants holding to the
old faith against the new interpolations were called
Starovirtze, or " old believers."

Shortly afterwards, Ivan the Third, on the cap-
ture of Casan, took the title of " Czar of all the
Russias;" a title not of new invention, but of com-
mon use from the earliest times, and implying a
sacerdotal no less than a religious supremacy. It
was under this prince that the seed of the present
Russia was sown, and, indeed, that the germ ex-
panded itself. By his marriage with the Princess
Sophia, and although she had brothers, he assumed to
be legitimate successor to the empire of Constantino,
and quartered its arms. She was given to him by
the Pope, whom he encouraged in the belief of
effecting a reunion with the Eastern Church. lie
excited Germany by the prospect of the decay of the